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Sovict Uniom in the late 19405 adopicd an aggressive ideological campaign to

the regime through Eqst-Central Europe. The most visible sspect was the

massive public display of revolutionany symbols i <itics vesder iron cuntain. Flags
feature the bammer and sickle. emblems of unity between industrial and agncoultaral

woekers in the class struggle: Buildmgs were crowned with Red star of communism.

a
posters of Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin on the wall, whilst statues of heroes and

communist commdes were erected, with beads uplified. staring unblinkingly into the

futare

When the Easter- Central European dictatorships demised in 1989-90, political
upbeavals often followed with gapulr demoastrations in which many visible symbols
were destroyed: socaalist-inspired street and squaare were quickly renamed, emblems as
the Berlin Wall or the Sealin statue were tor down, and the faie of these public
memoials carving communist ideology bocame an important issue. Some material
legacy can be rapadly cffsced. However, other built hentage — the pletsora of

manumental butldngs or tower blocks built for industrial workers- will persist for
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